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English exchequer, yet unwilling to foster rival com-
merce, began the policy of promoting the linen manu-
facture. In the reign of Charles I and in that of
Charles II public money was spent on importing skilled
linen workers from the Low Countries to improve the
industry. But in the same period the woollen manu-
facture had, says Mr. D. A. Chart in an article in the
Edinburgh Review, January 1924, on the Industrial
History of Ulster, " progressed to such a degree that the
attitude of the English industrial leaders had passed
from mere watchful jealousy to an active and relentless
hostility." Mr. Chart, who writes from an Ulster
standpoint, observes that in Ireland as in England
industrial development came first in the South. The
woollen trade was not one in which Ulster had any
large part; and when William III gave an undertaking
to discourage the woollen manufacture and encourage
the linen in Ireland, the effect of the discouragement
was felt chiefly outside the northern province. More-
over, when William in fulfilment of his promise en-
couraged the Huguenot refugee Crommelin to settle
in Ireland for the purpose of extending and improving
the linen industry, it was at Lisburn near Belfast that
Crommelin fixed his works. From this date onwards,
the South, which had led in manufacture, began to
be outstripped by the North.
The encouragement of linen weaving was not in any
way limited to Ulster. Under Charles II the Duke
of Ormonde settled Brabant workers in the parts of
Ireland where his own interests lay—at Chapelizod near
Dublin and at Carrick-on-Suir in Waterford. But the
Sqots were already a strong body in the North-east,
and linen manufacture had developed early in Scotland
Mr. Chart is probably right in thinking that Crommelin
settled where he had the largest nucleus of linen workers
to draw on, and applied himself not so much to intro-
duce the industry as to improve it Yet when the
Irish Linen Board was established in 1711 with power
to spend considerable sums yearly on grants and

